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the rest of the civilized world, and she has put in jeopardy 
what was her most priceless prerogative, liberty. Liberty 
of opinion has been abolished. Those have been stoned 
who dared to express about the war a different opinion 
from that of the government. As to individual liberty, 
the spectre of conscription is already seen lifting its head. 
The character of the people has been brutalized by the 
awakening of the selfish passions. The results of half a 
century of popular education have been destroyed by the 
fever of war. Instead of the tunnel which ought to be 
built under the Channel, forts are being erected at Dover. 
India is being devastated by famine, and the sums which 
might have saved human lives have been employed in 
destroying them. And the end has not yet been reached. 
For in modern war, as Mr. de Bloch has demonstrated 
in his masterful work, decisive battles are no longer 
fought, even with forces so disproportionate. The reports 
of Sir Coutts to Parliament have disclosed the horrible 
condition of the sick and wounded in Africa, and these 
facts are an illustration of what the friends of peace urge 
with the greatest emphasis, namely, that the present 
means of destruction are such that no proper sanitary 
service is possible. 

As to the Chinese conflict, it presents an illustration 
of another aspect of our plan. Let us leave aside the 
fact that the awakening of hatred against the " white 
devils" may be attributed to a series of acts of injustice 
which have been committed against China. Let us take 
into account only the actual situation, the disorder, the 
horrors, the massacres. Evidently, such a state of affairs 
cannot be straightened out by arbitration and cannot be 
endured with peaceful serenity. In this case our adver- 
saries seem to be right. " You see, don't you ? " they 
say to us, " that there are cases where war is unavoidable ; 
therefore, we must always be prepared for it. Are you 
now convinced ? Are you not embarrassed to find an 
answer ? " 

Not at all. Our answer is : " As an organized state 
has need of a constabulary to execute the verdicts of the 
judges, to arrest brigands and madmen, to disperse mobs 
who are hurling stones and burning houses, to defend 
the weak and the persecuted against the abuses of the 
strong, so the confederation of civilized states would have 
need of an armed force for the maintenance of interna- 
tional justice. But the force which is employed in the 
service of right is very different from that which desig- 
nates as right whatever it wishes to do. And for this 
international police there would be no need of forces 
numbering millions." 

The Chinese conflict has forced the civilized powers to 
enter upon the path which the peace party suggested for 
their free acceptance, namely, union, the foregoing of 
their rival interests (interests for the most part wrongly 
understood) in the name of their common interest. 
Mechanically, spontaneously, an international force has 
been formed. The possibility of such a force, constantly 
denied by our adversaries, has thus been proved by an 
accomplished fact. The natural evolution of societies 
impels them towards solidarity. What has been the 
work of events might have been accomplished by the 
initiative of reason, and would thus have rested upon 
more solid bases. There is little confidence in this pass- 
ing and accidental concert. It is predicted that this 



same Chinese conflict, out of which has come a union 
among the powers, will produce discord among them, and 
thus bring on the great European conflagration, the 
much-talked-of war of to-morrow. 

And here again the skeptics are against us. Agree- 
ment? Union? Nonsense! At the first opportunity 
it will go to pieces. No power will permit an advantage 
to others. As soon as the campaign is over, or even 
before, the opposition of interests will make itself felt 
and the great war will break out. 

Yes, it will break out, unless for the settlement of the 
ultimate differences a tribunal shall be established to 
which it shall be agreed in advance to submit them. 
But this is a new proof of the necessity of the creation 
of such a tribunal. And the regrettable fact that it is 
not yet in operation proves absolutely nothing against 
the possibility of instituting and rendering it efficient. 
Furthermore, its foundations have already been laid at 
The Hague. People take pleasure in ignoring this fact. 
The militarists feel how thoroughly this institution will 
undermine their system, and they would like to bury it 
in silence. 

If there were in existence a system of international 
justice, of international morality, whose maintenance 
were recognized as of supreme interest to the confeder- 
ated states, as is the case in communities, then the inter- 
national police would always be sufficiently strong to 
prevent or to punish the isolated crimes of criminals 
among the states. 

Recent events have confirmed another of the affirma- 
tions of the friends of peace, namely, that wars are made 
at the good pleasure of certain of the mighty of the 
earth without waiting to consult the peoples, the par- 
liaments, the wise in spirit. What is decided upon in 
the seats of authority and worked out in cabinets appears 
suddenly as an accomplished fact. A servile press 
approves it, and the populace acclaims it. Ah ! how 
urgent the necessity of creating in every country a 
ministry of peace, an official center, where the interests 
of peace might be defended and where the portion of 
public opinion which protests against war might be able 
to make itself heard ! How urgent also the action of an 
independent press, conscious of the duty which its power 
imposes on it, the duty of directing the public in the 
path of conciliation, of union, of the just appreciation of 
the two sides of a dispute, in a word, in the path of 
peace, which alone is worthy of a civilized humanity! 
What occurs is exactly the contrary : all countries have 
their "yellow press," which is a veritable factory of 
discord. 

To sum it all up, the events which are taking place, 
without offering the least proof that the plan of the 
friends of peace is incomplete or contradictory, demon- 
strate that it has not yet been applied. That is all. 

Paris, October 5. 

« m « 

The Appeal of the Peace Congress to 
the Nations. 

The Ninth Universal Congress of the Peace Societies 
of the world, met at Paris from the 30th of September 
to the 5th of October, desires, before closing its labors, 
to make an appeal to public opinion and set forth the 
results of its deliberations. The Congress has made the 



210 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



November, 



effort to find out and express in clear terms the opinion 
of the enlightened masses upon all the questions found 
on its program, questions which the circumstances of the 
times show to be of an exceptionally grave character. 
Those to whom we make our appeal must judge whether 
we have succeeded in the accomplishment of our task. 
We ' have constantly tried, at any rate, to give to the 
declarations of our Congress a lucid statement, free from 
all exaggeration. 

The Congress has given particular attention to the 
war in South Africa. It has condemned the British 
government for refusing to accept either arbitration or 
the mediation of neutral states for the preservation or 
reestablishment of peace between England and the South 
African republics. At the same time it has expressed 
its keen regret that most of the governments which 
might have offered to mediate in this conflict abstained 
from any effort in this direction, in spite of their pacific 
declarations in the International Conference at The 
Hague. 

In regard to the disturbances in China, the Congress, 
after having recognized and frankly pointed out the 
fundamental reasons for the Chinese uprising, has de- 
clared that the solution of the conflict between China 
and the allied nations ought to be just, equitable, pacific, 
and in conformity with the imprescriptible and inalien- 
able right of peoples freely to dispose of themselves. 

The Congress has declared that the massacres of the 
Armenians constitute one of the most odious acts com- 
mitted in recent times ; it has expressed its sympathy 
with this unfortunate people, and the wish that the Otto- 
man government be held to respect the' imprescriptible 
rights of the Armenians guaranteed by the Treaty of 
Berlin ; and it has likewise expressed the hope that the 
awakening of the universal conscience and the indigna- 
tion of the civilized world may at last compel the Euro- 
pean governments to find a genuine solution. 

From a more general point of view, the Congress has 
given its attention to the dangers of war and the material 
and moral ruin resulting from the formidable armaments 
of our time, and having in view certain remarkable in- 
vestigations which have been recently made as to the 
conditions of a future war in Europe, it has recommended 
to the governments the study of these important ques- 
tions, on the solution of which depend the prosperity and 
even the existence of the nations. 

Taking up the cause of the native races in the colonies, 
the Congress has proposed methods of administration 
which would secure to them justice and humane treat- 
ment. 

The institution of international arbitration has naturally 
occupied a large place in the deliberations of the Con- 
gress. It has shown that arbitration provides a complete 
system of justice, susceptible of sanctions, without the 
necessity of ever resorting to war. In this sense, it has 
proclaimed the supreme importance of the decisions 
reached at the International Conference at The Hague, 
which constitute real elements of international law, ele- 
ments which should be further developed and perfected 
as soon, as possible. The Congress has also pronounced 
in favor of the early negotiation of special treaties between 
nations instituting permanent, obligatory arbitration. 
Finally, the Congress has proposed the study of inter- 



national differences, as they arise, by commissions of 
inquiry or conciliation, in order to facilitate pacific 
solutions before the masses, for want of knowledge, 
become inflamed with passion. 

Such is a brief resume of our labors, which constitute 
only one form of the activity of our peace societies and 
congresses. For many years these societies have been 
consecrating their efforts to the realization of what must 
in the near future come to pass, what was yesterday con- 
sidered Utopian, but to-day is considered entirely possible, 
— peace and justice in the relations of peoples to one 
another. 

"We ask all whose hearts are open to this great and 
noble idea to give us your aid. Help us to accomplish 
our task. Enter the ranks of the peace societies. Come 
and take your places by our sides in our meetings, where 
we shall cordially welcome you. 

The hour is grave. Family life everywhere is menaced 
in its most immediate interests. In such circumstances 
every member of the human family is responsible not 
only for the evil which he himself does to the whole of 
society, but also for that which, through his indifference 
or his weakness, he allows to be done. 



Proceedings of the Paris Peace Congress. 

The Ninth International Peace Congress of the modern 
series opened at Paris, in the large hall of the Palais 
des Congres on the Exposition grounds, on the 30th of 
September, at two o'clock P. M. About five hundred per- 
sons, consisting of official delegates of the peace societies 
and of adherents, were present. For nearly an hour 
before the opening the delegates were gathering in the 
great ante-room, registering at the secretary's desk, re- 
newing acquaintance and exchanging greetings. 

When two o'clock arrived Mr. Frederic Passy, who 
was to open the Congress, came upon the platform 
attended by Mr. Millerand, French Minister of Com- 
merce, and a number of prominent peace workers from 
different countries. The appearance of this veteran of 
the peace cause in France, now white with years and 
held in the greatest honor by his colleagues in all 
countries, was the signal for enthusiastic and prolonged 
applause. 

In his opening discourse Mr. Passy spoke of the shed- 
ding of blood now going on in different parts of the 
world and of the dark clouds on the horizon. He al- 
luded in a tone of sadness to the fact that " those who 
had made themselves the champions of arbitration were 
to-day the first to forget it." He then turned to the 
history of peace work, sketching the movement in France, 
referring to previous Congresses held at Paris, and to 
what the Exposition was doing for the closer union of 
peoples. Quoting the prophecy of Michelet, that " before 
the end of the century France would have made its 
declaration of peace to the world," and the wish for peace 
recently uttered by President Loubet at the distribution 
of awards as the fulfilment of this prophecy, he declared 
in most eloquent terms his unwavering faith in the ulti- 
mate triumph of the principles of peace. 

Mr. Millerand, in welcoming the members of the Con- 
gress to Paris on behalf of the government, declared that 
France owed it to herself to be in the front rank of the 
nations striving for peace. Referring to the women 



